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Where is Central African Republic?

Central African Republic (C.A.R.) is in the central part 
of Africa. Lutherans have a long history of partnering up 
with congregations and synods in Africa.

It is a land-locked country in the middle of Africa,  
and one of the poorest countries on the planet. This 
country, about the size of the state of Texas, has a  
per capita income of about $250 per year. Poor  
government over the years has devastated the  
economy and lead to the breakdown of the country’s 
infrastructure, including roads, schools, hospitals, 
electricity, telephone, and transportation. 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Central African Republic  
(EELRCA) has about 60,000  
members, a Bible school, and  
seminary. Even though the  
majority of the nation’s population 
is Christian, the church struggles to 
minister to its people by  
providing educational and medical 
services that are not provided by 
the government. The EELRCA is a 
growing church, in spite of  
the difficulties.

How the Eastern North Dakota Synod is involved:

• Providing scholarships for children and women to attend school
• Building roofs for churches
• Building safe and secure schools
• Building Spring Boxes for fresh, accessible water
• Supporting the Emmanuel Clinic
• Supporting the Women’s Center



The Emmanuel Clinic in Gallo
When someone gets sick in C.A.R. 
it is not an easy journey to the 
hospital. Once there, patients have 
to provide their own bedding and 
food. Medicine is scarce and much 
of the equipment the staff must use 
is old. 

Yet, support for the clinic helps 
to pay for necessary upgrades. 
Here is a picture of a new covered 
waiting area for families, making 
the experience for relatives more 
comfortable. Your contributions 
pay for medicine, for the 
admirable staff, and for necessary 
upgrades. 
 
Each synod has been challenged by Lutheran Partners in Global Mission to raise $25,000 
per year to support this ongoing need.

The Church Roof Project
This project is ongoing across the country. Most churches have thatched roofs 
that can be damaged over time. Two roofs are in progress at this time and 28 
churches remain waiting for roofs. 
 
New roofs of corrugated steel cost $10,000 each.



The Village Education Project
The children used to pile into 
desks. Their school room was a 
simple structure open to the air 
with a thatched roof. 

New schools, however, are a 
shaded, safe, and comfortable 
structure such as below. 
                                          
Two of the schools received high 
awards for student achievement 
of which they are very proud.  

The amount needed for the each  
building in this Project is $40,000.

Before

After

Sunday School Books and Materials
Believe it or not, there are no existing Sunday School materials in the native 
language of the children in C.A.R. Our missionary Susan Smith, however,  
has created a curriculum to serve those needs. 

A one time gift of $30,000 from all C.A.R. partners would pay for these 
Sunday School materials.



The Women’s Center and  
Young Women’s Scholarships

Educated women can change their village, 
their country, and the world. At the Women’s 
Center, young women are taught important 
life skills so they can make money for their 
family to raise them out of poverty. 

Scholarships afford for more women to go to 
school and shape not just their future, but the 
future of their families.

$1,000 provides one year’s tuition, room and 
board,at the secondary school (high school).
 
$750 allows for one year at the technical 
school.

Spring Boxes

What a difference clean water makes! 
When a community has access to clean water they do not get sick as often 
which means children don’t miss school and parents don’t miss work. This alone 
can help to raise a community out of poverty as they are finally able to focus 
on their future. 
Each spring box costs $2,000, far cheaper than building a well.

BONUS: ELCA Good Gifts has added Spring Boxes for C.A.R. to their program.



A Few More Projects...

• The library for the Lutheran Youth Center in Bouar needs funds (approximately $2,500)
• The School of Theology at Baboua needs solar power lighting (approximately $10,000) 

Susan Smith is our ELCA missionary serving with the  
ELCA in the C.A.R. as an Education Advisor to the 
Village School Program. Through this program 
elementary schools are brought to villages that had 
none. She also plans Christian Education with various 
church program leaders.

Follow her blog: Susan-CAR.blogspot.com

http://Susan-CAR.blogspot.com 


So What can YOU Do?
1. Attend the annual “Evening in Africa” Fundraiser.  

Have dinner and go shopping at our silent and live auction. All 
proceeds go to benefit the C.A.R. 

2. Educate your congregation. 
Host a themed dinner.  A power point is available at the synod 
office or from Dianne Billey with a script to follow, or you can invite 
a Global Mission leader to attend.  Have a freewill offering to 
benefit the C.A.R. 

3. Dedicate the Fifth Sunday of the Month to C.A.R. 
Have a noisy offering, a freewill offering, or be creative!  
Sing African songs from the ELW (they are in there!)

4. Invite the Sunday School kids to dedicate their offerings to a 
project and ask the grown-ups to match it!

5. Challenge the congregation to meet a one-time goal for a project!

6. Create a line-item in your congregation’s budget for C.A.R.  
But don’t forget to educate all ages about our partnership across 
the sea.

7. Pray for our missionary Susan Smith, religious leaders, and for 
peace in C.A.R.

For more information:  
Contact our Global Mission Committee Chair Dianne Billey - 
djbilley@drtel.net

 
THANK YOU! KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!

mailto:djbilley%40drtel.net%20?subject=C.A.R.
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